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A NESTING SURVEY OF HAWKS AND OWLS OF THE TORONTO AREA 

A FOUR YEAR STUDY BY WILLIS CASTER 


By D. E. Perks 


The following is a four year study conducted by Wilf Caster, formerly of 
Toronto, now residing in Mono Road Station, Ontario. 

From 1954 through 1957, Wilf Caster conducted a search in the Toronto area 
(a thirty.mile radius from the Royal Ontario Museum) for hawks and owls and their 
nests.. His method was to tour the back concessions, checking off woodlots on 
topographical maps. Nests which seemed authentic and owls seen were checked off 
and written up in a journal. Road by road, township by township, every likely 
woodlot in thirteen townships was covered. No record was kept of the number of ' 
miles by car and foot, but it was, no doubt substantial. 

In 1954, 130 woodlots were visited. This number had risen to over 300 by 
A.957• .If one looks at a topographical map and counts up even a small portion of 
bhese woodlots, it will be found that a fair area is covered. When one considers 
also that woodlots with sighted owls were re-visited five or six times to note 
progress, one realizes the miles of walking necessary in one season. Take a wood- 
lot the size of Bumamthorpe, then mentally picture yourself walking through 
searching for nests and owls hidden in dense evergreens and you will have some 
idea of the time needed to do such a study. • • • 

The preliminary work on this study was done during the fall after the leaves 
had fallen and was continued through till February and March in the case of homed 
owls and through spring and summer for the hawks. Having gone through the woods 
(all 130 in 1954) the next step was to re-visit them again during February and March. 
Ail squirrel, crow and hawk nests were .Looked over for sitting owls. These were 
marked as nesting sites on the observer's topographical maps and recorded in his 
note books with all pertinent data. By walking through a woodlot and flushing an 
owl, Wilf was fairly certain its mate would be- sitting not ’boo far away. It has 
been generally believed that homed owls take up a vast area and it has been ' 
recorded elsewhere that five miles is the shortest distance recorded between 
nests. Wilf, however, has found the homed owl nesting as close as one mile apart, 
chree times in Caledon and Albion Townships, and once in Chinguacousy. In 1956 
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three pairs of owls were found nesting in a triangle, the longest arm being one and a 
half miles, while the other two nests were only about seven-eighths of a mile apart. 
One homed owl was found brooding young among a seventy-nest blue heron colony in 
Esquesing Township. The herons continued with their domestic chores seemingly 
indifferent to their neighbor's presence. The homed owl never builds its own 
nest but prefers to utilise old nests of squirrels, crows or hawks. Most.of the 
owls'.nest in woodlots but several were found in individual trees in fields. ’ Mixed 
woodlots, preferably near water are the preferred nesting sites. Trees chosen by 
the owls are beech, pine, maple and hemlock, beech being the most popular. 

The great homed owl usually starts sitting during the latter part of February. 
Owl feathers were found in one nest as early as January 23rd. These were not used 
as a lining but had caught on twigs in the nest and indicate a possible site. 

• . * • 

The average number of...eggs laid, is two. ' Occasionally-three are found. The 
white eggs are chicken size but usually are stained light brown by hatching time. 
Hatching takes place in .28-.days. . The young stay in the nest for about six weeks. 
Nests were found deserted by May 1st, and young only half grown by May 13th, 1956. 
'Weather conditions play an important part, a mild season resulting in earlier 
nesting and therefore earlier desertion. The food supply is no problem as the 
parents usually keep a well-filled larder. It has been established that owls' 
food includes fish (identified as suckers), rats, red squirrels, skunks, ducks 
(a baldpate in one‘instance), rabbits, crows and starlings. There, hayp, been..single 
reports of ground hog, robin/-bro /n thrasher and a headless red-shouldered hawk. 

This last was observed by Ken Carmichael while photographing young.^..Usually the 
owls, move'to a new site-for the next year's nesting but-it wap recorded on three, 
//occasions ^ih Piokeririg''and Chinguacou.sy Townships that the birds, u.sed the sanje : 
nest'-'the''following year'. Even though they nest early, no. evidepce.was found of -. 
the' birds-nesting twice in a season. After the young leave -the nest, .they.-are . ... 
probably dependent-'on the adult birds for seme, time..:" For the .great; : horned owl, 
man is probably the only serious predator. On two. or ; three occasions, the .bodies 
of young owls were found ‘shot by either a mis-ihformed farmer or a hunter. Ken 
Carmichael, while photographing one nest in a hollow tree,, heard a- raccoon trying 
to attack the young. One of the adult birds arrived and knocked it to the ground. 

It; then-escaped leaving the young birds'in safety. . , ; . : 

~ i • • ’ • * - • * ' t 

v It will be readily evident that there are a fair number of great horned owls 

® * • i ( ; | , t • • i * * 

• nesting in the Toronto area during any one year. That this list is incomplete is 
a possibility but it would appear to be the most complete work dene on tagging the 
hawks,-and; owls in the Toronto area. 

Yearly totals of homed owls' nests:- 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 


a22 nests 

- 14 nests 

- '32 nests 


28 


nests 


more than 130 w r oodlots visited. . 
more‘than 255 woodlots visited, 
more then 310 woodlots visited, 
'more than 300 woodlots visited,' 


Below are four charts for the four years in this study containing all the 
nests of several species of predators found occupied. 
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1954 

• Townships 


i f. riv i 


Scarborough 

Pickering 

Whitby 

Uxbridge 

Markham 

Whitechurch 

North York 

Vaughan 

King 

Albion 

Caledon 

Etobicoke 


Totals: 


• .c\ 


Hawks r'.-\ y 


Red-sh oulder Red-tail Cooper's 

1. 1 

6 


1 




Rroad-win; 


Owls 


Great Homed 


1 

(3) 

4 • •■■■. 

! (10) 

1 

■ (1) 

. • • 

(1) 

2 ‘ • 

(3) 

1 

(8) 

• • 

(1) 

4 

(8) 

3 V 

(11) 

5 . 

(12) 

1 • . . 

(2) 

t , • • * 

■CD 


22 . : (61) 




...... • _ . w *» •' ••*••• 

..»*•*.»*•* •*** 


•JHHfr fHHf- 


■iHHt 


1955 

.Townshios 


Hawks 






Scarborough, 
Pickering 
Uxbridge 
.Markham 
■White church 
' North York 
' Vaughan 
/•King 
... Albion 
'jCaledon 
'Chinguacousy 
To ron to 
• Etobicoke 

l 

■ . ' 

Totals: 


.... 2 . .. 

• • • • * _ • # 

6 ’.. 

9 

3 : 

4 
1 

5 

16 
4 : 

2 ■. 


wo 


• ! ' j . t"\ , 

. .. . 


D'.’.i 


Owls 


•• • v , •' 


-- Ked- tail - -Coope.r !-s .. Sparrow -.Great Homed 


■■■ (3) 

:(.9) 

• ( 12 ) 

■ (3) 






• ( 21 ) 
(14) 


1 o ,(8). 

■ - •: (1) 

2 ,G.-. (4) 

■4 ‘ (97) 




< > 













1956 

- . 

, ...» • 



- 


Townships 


Hawks 


Owls 

• ; 


. Red-sh 

. Red-t, Cooper's 'Sparrow Marsh 

Gt. Homed". 

Long-ear Screech 

• r . • • 

Scarborough 

2 

1 


2 

r-—''' 

( 6 ) 

Pickei'ing 

6 


2 

2 

• ' ‘ 

( 12 ) 

Whitby 




1 


( 1 ) 

Uxbridge 

8 

1 


1 

• i 

( 10 ) 

Markham 

5 



1 


( 6 ) 

Whitechurch 

14 

1 

2 

2 

i 

( 20 ) 

Gwillimbury E 

.1 



• 


( 1 ) 

North York 

2 


1 

1 


(4) 

Vaughan 

13 

1 

2 

5 


( 21 ) 

King 

12 

4 

1 1 

1 

. •• . 

(19) 

Albion 

5 

10 

1 

7 

1 v -. ; • 

(23) 

Caledon 


6 


2 


(8) 

Chinguacousy 


8 

. 1 . 

3 

i 

(13) 

Esquesing 


5 

1 


; . i . 

( 6 ) 

Trafalgar 


1 



. .. 

( 1 ) 

Toronto 

.2 

_ , • 

. . • • • .. 

2 


(4) 

Etobicoke 

1 



2 

l 

(4) 

..Totals: 

73. 

. 33 • - *• * 

8 .- -2 . 2 ' 

32 

3 1 

(159) 




iHH'r -JHHr -JHHi- 


• •• i • , ' 

.:x\ 


1957-. 

•• 

. .. *' • • 

! ' ••• 

• • - ■ • . r . 

* l • i 



Townships ... 

. . . — 

Hawks 


Owls 



1 

Red- 

•sh. Red-t, 

Cooper's Sparrow 

Gt. Homed 

Long-ear 


Scarborough 

2 




• 

■ ( 2 ) 

Pickering 

8 


1 

3 


( 12 ) 

Whitby 


1 




( 1 ) 

Uxbridge 

9 



2 


(yi ) 

Markham 

4 





XL) 


11 

1 

1 


4 

t 

dy 

■ Vaughan 

15 

1 


i 

« 

(i7) 

King 

11 

4 

1 

5 

• 

(n) 

Tecumceh 


1 



. , * . • . 

(i) 

Albion 

5 

4 


. - 3 


( 12 ) 

Caledon 

1 

.... .. . 3 • 

.... .. . 

2 

< 

• * 

( 6 ) 

Chinguacousy 


6 

1 

2 

1 

( 10 ) 

Esquesing 


6 


2.. . 

... - .• • 

(8) 

Trafalgar 

. 2 

.- — ~ • 

• « •* •* * * - **• '* 1 



( 2 ) 

Toronto 

2 

3 


3 

1 

(9) 

Etobicoke 




1 

_,4_ 

£5l_ 


6 (138) 


Totals: 


69 


32 


2 
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let them LIVE 1 l 


I • 
: 


. ..Lpcally our snakes have become quite newsworthy. Hamilton riatllralists'must have 

spirited effortTnfS ^ f ad With interest and approbation about the public- 

• ^'1-' , ^ rts of Mrs* John i'arlam^ who believes thatv 41 most peoble- arW’-of 

sentimentm d ° n,t 1<n ° W anythisi ^ about them". Mrs. Farlam discusses these 

entiments and her own experiences with reptiles and amphibian s:-at. : the ;; Apri] IOth 

to^ Club ‘ The of the FariS LSy^ 

MA P 7 future snake-killings in Wentworth County will be; DON'T KILL - CALL 
BtJHm, expressing forcibly their offer to go out and catc h~ ' collect sSSs 
irom farms and homes in Wentworth County. Mention was made in this art ini e „-hi^ 
appeared in "The Hamilton Spectator", Wednesday, March 22, 1961 * of the aim of the 

nnd^+J ^ and f?, f ur ther the objectives of this Society, we are including here 

“Xs" p ss^ 8 ; let ™ live ">• detaiis ° f 

becausfoV C thfthL A f P ? IB ^ AND J EPTdLE CONSERVATION SOCIETY.... came into being 
ecause of the threat to the continued existence of some of these interesting and 

and theii^T n ’ . Webope ' ^ doming the public of the truth about these cfeatJres 

or nature t to d%,ei *’ 

;“1 . " A fociety for the protection of• amphibians and reptiles : 'mav'’sound i iw P a 

unpopular ciiatures h »6 2 i! h0Uld inoludeil1 its Interests the protection of such' 

whSr^^S t^to STSafS‘ U1 -: prat9ot —— 

g-y^auxswras «r. es gases* 

s :5i~ZKSS™r? a-.*wasffssr s- 

cent of the food of the milk snaked™ r ° entS ’ Whl ° h lndeed < form seventy per 
but ^sfpeo“ n aS a mable Sn ?o e di'«r f T.u the ***» that kinds' are dangerous, 

believe that all snakes are Ihe t«tf ?s SaTr'l ^ 

SdT^rtht^ec^ ^TtSf’ 3 Tit SL- 

pointed tail 1 .^,'. There’are^o^rS^; 

both Z2n r t2nalTand ^SntLa^ 

so contaminated in earlv rh-ndwa J y ,"' ox .: i ana example. . With their minds 
burden of this senseless fear to the "2d of tStoiSST* 1 
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"Amphibians and reptiles are cold-blooded ... which- simply means that they do not 
manufacture their own internal heat as do birds and mammals, which are known as 
warm-blooded, but this does not mean that they always feel cold to the touch. 

• L • ' ’ 'I I*- .*• ' ‘ 

• • * • 4 * * * - * 

"Snakes are, not slimy-,- their* skin is dry, and silky or glossy to the touch. 

»^ • * •« ♦ % l*" , • ' * * * ’ 1 1 '• a « i 

" A snake 1 s tongue isnot a stinger , it is a soft, fleshy, sensory organ which 
assists them in smelling. ■' 

. , i 

• • * * . • 

■iHHH'c " 


;„;.For more complete information, see "Snakes of Ontario" by E. B.'S. Logier. 

4 ’ ' f • * - • 

. V •.* 


■ * * * '’-fp <"• *' ’ 

• t * S‘ ' , ) -J tv ‘w 




Canadian; Amphibian and Reptile Conservation Society. 

... .... ; 


♦ . t. i 


. .v. ■ • 


27 Letchworth Crescent, Downsview, Ontario." 


■ Mr, Alex,!Findlay, Secretary-Treasurer of the Canadian Amphibian and Reptile 
Conservation Society*.--tells us in a recent letter that the organization came Into 
being in October, I960, The pamphlet, "Let Them Live" was written by Mr, E.B.S. 

• Logier and is one in a proposed series to launch its campaign for'the conservation 
and protection of our reptiles and amphibians, : ' . ; '. 


’ . f 


\ l 


■ ■ Membership .in the Canadian Amphibian and Reptile Conservation Society is 
•available and costs $4«00 annually. All proceeds are invested in the preparation 
bi t>f printed material for the education of the public.and the protection of these 
'•■'5'.' animals. Mr. Findlay concludes, "I think you will agree that wha : t we are- trying 
, , ; to accomplish is worthy .of every naturalist's support." ’ We have outlined the' . 
challenging situation that the'Canadian Amphibian arid Rdptile 'Conservation Society 
face and ve cooperate with the Society in asking itslre'dognitioh and consideration 
by all concerned naturalists it .’ : • ••- •' (a. ■■ 


— ;i 


*• 1»! J t 
. i- y.t 


; f ! 


A -.-* :v -’ 


, ■ 1 


•/Wvi'i&M 






/\ a a 


■JBBf 


■ . **•••" * 

. - - • * i 


and now you know. 


f'; 


L 


»* ■»" l ‘ * i • • | 

The Homed Grebe,'/ Colymbus auritus , makes a nest of water- . 

.... soaked, floating-vegetation, in'shallow water. Both parents tend as n * v '^ 

the young which quickly learri tb swim and dive. ' ' UIC 

.:•...., 't o. Jneo 


J CSi 


The Osprey, Pandion haliaetus , nests year after year in the..,..., 
same site, adding to-the,nest of coatse sticks.* The eggs'are 
dull white With dark brown .makings. .' . , ■ : 

. . . • * • * * • * v l ’ , * ^ t i • • 

: . : ■ • . y. . 

The Common Loon, Gavia iromer , makes a nest of lob'se plants ' 
on shore. The eggs are oliver-brown or grey; '? '*\ 


i 


« . 






i 

\ 


I 

•; 

f 
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HOW TO M A K-E-'-A ■ B-U T-T-E-R FLY NET 


By Paul D. Syme 

(Reprinted from "The Young Naturalist", Vol. 2 - No. 4: Published by 
the Federation of Ontario Naturalists: April., i960.) 

if you would like to collect'insects this summer, you will need a butterfly 
net, for many insects will fly away if you try to get near them. A butterfly net 
is quite easy to make and now is a good time to make one, before many insects appear. 

.T.t is made of three parts: a handle, on which is fastened a ring, and a bag that 
is fastened to the ring.' ■ .. . • 

The handle should be about three feet long and three-quarter, inch thick. An 
old broom handle is ideal. 


The ring can be made .from a wire coat hanger which is straightened put first 

and then bent into a circle. This is rather flimsy though, and makes a very small 

ring. A thicker, springier wire would be much better. The ring should # be;,from 
12 to 15 inches across and this means you will need a wire about four feet long. 

Bend this into a circle with two hooked tails about two or three inches; long. 

• •. * *' * * 

• . ' .. *' 

• • • • 

The tails fit into two grooves cut into the end of the. handle and their-hooks 

fit into the hole bored at the end of the grooves. The tails are held in place by 

ooft wire, tape, or better, a c lamp such as is used in repairing garden. hpse'iHjY 

couplings. This can bo purchased at the hardware for little cost. This^type'of 

lastener allows you to take the ring off easily to put on a new bag when the old. 
one becomes worn. * 


, ^ bag can be made irom nylon sheep* available from dress goods departments. 

It is strong, does not tear easily, and sheds burrs quite well. Mosquito netting 
is cheaper but not nearly as good. The bag should taper to a blunt pqint about 
three inches wide, and should be about 2J times as'long as the‘diameter of the' 
ring so an insect can be trapped in the end by simply twisting the net. A strip 

of heavy cloth should be sewn to the top of the bag and this is passed over the 

ring. * • / . / “ 

. : • * . 4 * • * . • t • * 

\ very nice net can be made by putting a bag on the frame of a’collapsible 
fish landing net.' This has the advantage of being collapsible and can- be carried 
m a small space when travelling. *’ ’ \r; 


, 1 , ■' ' * • . 

In a later issue I will give you some tips on where and how to'collect insects. 


_>/>/ M 
/\ /\* 


w \/ V/ 

/v /\ 


i ..., and now you know. 

I 

The Great Blue Heron, Ardea herodias . builds a platform 
oi sticks on which to lay its eggs. The nest may be used for 
many years. 
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SPRING 1961 IS HERE ?? 

■ . ' 

, . , • ' * *• , 

To extol.Nature'-s'virtues on this second last day of March 

would be sheer folly, demanding the combined talents of brush, 
pen and; tongue,and a much bemused mind. The latter we possess 
in abundance; the former has fallen foul prey to the vagaries of 
Spring! s worst enemy, the weather. There's the rub^—better take 
the advice of our field events experts, Mr. Gorman and Dr. Davies. 
Hunt out that waterproof footwear and the warm clothing. We can 
promise good times afield, but we cannot reckon with the weather. 
Be prepared for any inevitability. Here's the roster of events 
f o r May: 


FIELD EVENTS 


Saturday. May 6th, 1961 - WESTDALE RAVINE 


*■ \ 


"• You'll bring your glasses as a matter of course, but bring your wildflower 
field book also because this is a hike into Westdale Ravine, led by Mr. R. D. 
Bourne to see the spring wildflowers. 


*\ M 


YOUR SIGNPOST: 


•) <} 


<*• 

, i *,1 


Time: 10.00.A.. M. 

Place: Marion St, .entrance, 

. • ■ ' .■•••• ■ ✓ 

Westdale'Ravine.,'r •- 
Leader: Mr. R. D. Bourne (JA. 7—7657). 



Saturday' 1 May l3th| 1961 


Mr* 4BBS- ^BHS- 

-LONG POINT BUS TRIP 






, 1 



The date of the Long Point bus trip has been moved ahead a couple of'weeks' 
from last year and it will be a wonderful outing. Notice and details of thrs 
outing were given in our March "Wood Duck" and tickets have been available at 
both the March snd April meetings. You may send a cheque to Mrs. George North 
and your tickets will be sent promptly. Two lunches are needed..•Coffee will 
be served at the evening meal. The weather may be cool, warm clothes may be 
needed. 


YOUR SIGNPOST : Time: 7-45 A.M. •> ••• 

. , • Place: Hamilton Bus Terminal 

Leaders: (Birds) Miss Lydia Hamilton 

Mr. James Dowall 
(Plants)Miss Eunice Smillie 
Organizer: Mrs. George North (JA. 2-6082) 

249 Charitpn. St.•We 6 t, 

Hamilton. 
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Sunday, May 14th, 1961 - THE SPRING BIRD COUNT - THE BIG DAY ! 

Ornithologists love and anticipate "The Big Day". Florence Page Jaques 
concludes her remarks on this subject in her book, "Birds Across the Sky" with 
this comment: "I was completely exhausted the next day, but in spite of that 
.1. liked the feeling that I had assisted, even in a microscopic way, in adding 
to ornithological data! And then I .round that 1 was remembering the long—extended 
hunt from dark to dark, and its spangles of birds, with the greatest joy* The 
periods, of personal discomfort faded like dew, but the whip-poor-will call in the 
night, the grotesque bittern of the marsh, the fire-flash of the oriole remained 
as vivid as when they were happening. Even, I thought, some time in the distant 
future, when I had recovered from such' avalanches of bird information and had had 
time to look up a few spe cies quietly myself, when I was rested; and longing for 
outdoors—I might like to do it again." 

4 

YOUR SI GNPOST ; Make your plans with: 

Mr. Ted Dinniwell (FU. 3-9964). 


■ 


/C/C /C 




Friday Evening, May 19 th thru to Monday Noon, .May 22nd, 1961 - VICTORIA • BAY - WEEKEND 

• • • * *. * * 

The " Wood Duck " has been urging you to make plans to attend the Victoria Day 
Weekend Outing. Full details were sent.in .a flyleaf announcement including a 
registration form. . ... ... 

‘-rr » . * * * 

Please mail yoi^application blank, ‘early,— May 1, 196l is the deadline. 

If you wish information or registration forms please follow:- 


YOUR SIGNPOST: 


Write ‘to: 


■. 1 .! 


■v. • i 


Mrs,; ‘Joan Allingham, • Registrar,' 

IO67 Oneida Place, 

Burlington, Ontario (Tel. NE. 4-5924) 


DON'T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY. JUST REMEMBER TO REGISTER ,— THIS IS NOT JUST 
A HAMILTON_AFFAIR. AND THE..ACCOMMODATION-IS LIMITED. VICTORIA WEEKEND OUTING AT "" 
RYERSON BEACH SUMMER CAMP . NQRMANDALE . ONTARIO - ON LAKE ERIE. : - 


w \MI 
/\ /\ /\ 


W \/\ 

/w< < 






Sunday, May 28th. 1961 - LUTHER SWAMP 


The possibilities of this area are not yet fully explored and Ray Lowes is eager 
to dig deeper. , . 0 

Time: 8,30 A.M. 

^-QWR SIGNPOST: • Place: High Level Bridge. 

Leader: Mr. Ray Lowes-(FU. 5-9183). 






# — » 


• I. f. 




•ft n 


• i* • 




VI. 

/f .. .. 


•, • r •." 7.0 , . . 

’qoq XTureg ^aoinjjqujj iWq§ f q«jp>H '' '’i',!' 1 . . 

Vj " ^S9 M ^894g UT^i ^ ";• • •; ‘ / ' ; P -itrt-.-,: 

••• • XiBjtqTi vcitx^d■ uo^'itutbh sgnqbaq •• . . . / ,r; 

'■ ! ;. : J'SOdNDIS;.HnOX^; 

.. •Z^-cS-’VrV-P* Jlp-euuoooM aqqauueap •~su>j qoaquoo asaaqd 
puls' sept-fa arioA pua subxqoaxxoo j'noiC ‘saxjoqs anoA Suxug *8jaqqo 
tiqxM• saouaxqedxa• fBuosjad pua squaiudoxbAap toau *qs.ajaqup pBpoads.. 
jtaqq aabqs oq saaqiuaui fl 13 oq Aqxunqjoddo. ua saAX§ IHOIN i SHa®®!-.,;r 

•atdbbd qu'aaajjTp oq s&uxq'p qua.ia.jjxp suaaiuXtoqsqH lajnqaM ' . 

• * * *, 1 * • 

i h o i n . ■ s h a g w a w .• •., 

. .. *M"d 00’8 iy T%T ‘qqg ivw ‘IVQNOM 


r* .v 


ONIiaaM ITHINOW im 


\f 

. 'V 


?;#■ 


■iHHK • AHBf- iHW. 


• . ... • ... . ; •paqbqoajdda qonui.ST pua XT9M0g.. ,r [ *0 M^-Oq.... 

v;.:--.^'t 5:;;.jpa>feiaj uaaq gag jaj jo s)PX^TjuPTD 'Wa ' •sapugq .»& q^iftqjMffi.;., . . ’ 

"• '^BAaiTiog quaaO‘i7' *pxatjuPtO ‘S tfewaoM ’suk utouj qqao aup^dVj'df' 
aAxqaaadooo ^xpuaqjj a aSpapMougoa aw aanqourtp sxqq *qy 


• , •• . •• • r. 

i * L , • • 


**• ^ ;’T I* • 
• I Jil 


/W\ /\ 


J/v>' 

/\ >oc 


JO' >(. 
/\ /\~/\ 


• . • * *, . ^ .. . .... .* * * «s • . • f t' yT * 1 

:w ; •saxubtoo uT qsau ^txarisn spatq asaqj,' ' 

* Xax gaqaui qqxM pauxq /!qasj ads aq Awi q'eqq sqoxqs jo utuojqaxd a. 
eajfaui ‘xauooqqoAu xajooxqoAg f uodag qqSxg pauMoao-qoaxg aqj, ' ^ 

• */AOuq no^f mou pua... 


/ * I i ' 




» * - * • / . • * *" 

' • -I 1 ,8 * 


: ' J-- '• r 1 T 


/•. :*§6xxe& %m ' qa^ow • 

* ^s.aM^/q-aa^qsluxaw 

* ‘'Ataaqxx oqxqng uoqxxuiag f XI^H sjnqoax 
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JUNIOR .. C. L U B NEWS 



EXECUTIVE 

Advisor 
President • ■ 

Vice-President 
Secretary 
Vice-Secretary 
Records Secretary 
Study Area Director 
Phoning Committee 
Representatives (for 




. Dr. Douglas"Davies 

Ralph Idema 

Marina Idema ' 

Nan Coolsma ' 

f!o T’nl p P.Han tpT' 

JA. 9-5130 
FU. 3-6411 
FU. 3-6411 
JA. 9-6290 
MA. 8-6227 
LI. 9-8419 

Michael Ardeline 

Alfred Senior 

LI. 9-3977 

Cordon Commodore 

JA. 7-6213 

Sylvia Idema 

FU. 3-64U 

) Charles Hogg 

FU. 3-2947 


•BIRD LISTS AND NATURE DIARIES 

• ■T*’"---:- ; 

, . • V • * • 

The world of natu'r^still holds..many.-mysteries from scientists as well as 
from boys and.girls. There will always be new discoveries to be made about plants 
and animals even around Hamilton. You may be the- one to see a new bird at Hamilton 
for the first time or to observe some unusual action of an animal that no one has 
seen before• The Cattle Egret is a new immigrant which reached Ontario first in 
1956* Who will be the first to see the Cattle Egret at Hamilton? In 1959 one of 
our members, Brian Poole, found the most northeastern Ontario record of the Chinese 
Mantis in Burlington,• When you see or-collect something you should write down an 
accurate record of when and wher§ you found it. Keeping a Nature Diary can be 
fun, valuable to you. for comparisons-from year to year, and sometimes valuable 
even to scientists when you discover .something special.(you may not realize at 
once how special it is ; )., Each’year awards are made to those seeing the most 
species of birds in southern Ontario ;(a! separate' prize for those under 14 years). 
Some years awards have been made for the best Nature Diary, Pete Hamel was the 
last to win such recognition. Write...down what you see as soon as you can, even 
in a pocket notebook. Be a good naturalist and keep a. good Nature Diary, 
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. Notices,of the' All'll Junior Club Events has been sent t<x.aO_l- member's under 
separate cove** 1 . oThi% ; .ciArloiy.qall to early April meetings'and-1'6 holiday trips 
afield will reach you befbre the slow-winging "WOOD DUCK". We shall repeat this 
notice of Future Junior Club Events below. 
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THESE' THINGS I LOVE 

• .«• v 

.. ..Marina Idema 

k 

An a utxym.morning, crisp and cool 
With nature -round you far and near- 
With hemlocks hanging, pine-cone ladden 
With winter wrens now warbling clear, ... 
An ice-filmed little limpid pool, 

A singing sparrow which I hear, 

A song sung for the heart to gladden, 
These things I love, and very dear. 
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A tuft of grass, now still and sere, ■ ' 
Then windblown,.whipping soft the ground, 

A running stream, so swiftly flowing, 

Its tiny eddys rippling round. 

Lhe coos of doves, both far and near 
Through the pine stand now resound 
And faintly;through the dark trees glowing 
Rays from the sun dance all round. •" 
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.A conical pine, now swaying, swinging. 
Its. spreading branches ever green, 

. An aged elm, so worn and old; . • 
Standing straight and tall and.lean; 

In the tree tops a waxwing singing, 

The air is calm, so still, serene;' 

The sun is shining gilt with gold; 

A wondrous placid, beauteous scene.-‘- 
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■ FUTU RE JUNIOR- CLUB. EVENTS 
MEEl-lNGs .-.Y.W.C.A. (Main Street just west of James Street). 

Saturday, April 22nd. 1961 - 7.30 P.M.. Y.W.C.A.. Room "E» . 

o^tell us^tour’ y °“ haVe tb bba ««t of us 

arrivals? he e 11 lotS ° f news and re P orts ab °ut new spring bird 

Saturday. May 11th. 10b! - 7.30 P.M.. Y.W.C.A.. Ron.., . 

twelve^™? l ”?fL Y ,°i4 C i hanCe ?° f°° Se , th0 “ Wh ° Wl11 «“ the olub tb. next 
if elected Ale? Cl ™ nonunate people, check first to see that they will act 

Executive In bCrelncSd 8600 ^ »»***<«• ■- »*«• on the present, c 
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HIKES 

Wednesday, April 5th, 1961 - 8.00 A.M. (all day ). 

John Miles (JA. 2-6l60) will lead a walking hike around the north shore of 
Coote's Paradise (Dundas Marsh) to see the many water birds. Meet at George R, 
Allen School at the corner of King and Bond Streets (from centre of city take a 
Main West or West Hamilton bus). Wear waterp roof footwear . Bring a lunch . 


Sunday. April 16th. 1961 - 9.00 A.M. (with lunch) . 

Bill Tilbury (LI. 5—3364) will lead a hike to Table Falls . Meet at Loblaw 1 s 
store at comer of Queenston and Parkdale . From centre of city, take a King bus 
(not King-Stratheam), which goes down Main Street and Queens ton Road to Parkdale. 
Wear waterproof footwear . Bring a lunch. 

Saturday, April 29th. 1961 - 8.00 A.M. (all day). . 

John Miles (JA. 2~6l6o) will lead a hike along the north shore of Dundas 
Marsh, This is your chance for a first view of some early shore birds.' Meet at 
the comer of King and Bond Streets (George R, Allen School), From the centre 
of city take a Main West c>r West Hamilton bus. Wear waterproof footwear. Bring 
a lunch. 4 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


i’uiiibur of species recorded to December 31, i960 - 279 
Number of species recorded to April 2, 1961 - 125 
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REPORTS FROM DIST RICTS PARTICIP AT ING I N THE CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 1960-6.1. 

S . v ONTA RIO A ND BUFFALO, NEW YORK 


COMPILED BY HAMILTON NATUR ALISTS' CLUB in co-operation with SUPERIOR BULB 
COMPANY OF LORNE PARK, ONTARIO - distributors of "MAYTIME 11 WILD BIRD SEED 


CORR ECTIONS 


The compilation titled above is a very exacting and difficult task. 
We know that you will appreciate the fine margin of error involved. The 
following list of corrections is submitted for your information in conn¬ 
ection with the Christmas Bird Count chart mailed to you in March, 1961, 

In list of Species : 


Gyrofalcon to read Gyrfalcon 

Junco, slate-coloured to read Ju nco, slate-colored . 

Number corre ctions in list of species, as follows: 

Herring Gull (Huntsville) - 8 to read 3 
Herring Gull (in totals) - 26,888 to read 26,883 
Hairy Woodpecker (Blenheim) - 28 to read 25 
Hairy Woodpecker (in totals) - 241 to read 238 
white-breasted Nuthatch (Bancroft) - blank to read 7 
White'-breasted Nuthatch (in totals) - 250 to read 257 
Red-breasted Nuthatch (Bancroft) - 7 to read 3 
Red-breasted Nuthatch (in totals) - 30 to read 26 
Brown Creeper (Bancroft) - 3 to read blank 

(in totals) - 183 to read 180 
Robin (Kirkland Lake) 11 to road blank 
Robin (London) blank to read 11 
Rufous-sided Towhee (’West Elgin) - blank to read 1 
Vesper Sparrow (West Elgin) -• blank to read 6 
Vesper Sparrow (in totals) - 2 to read 8 “ 

Total Individuals corrections as follows: 


Below Blenheim - 
Below Huntsvil le 
Below W est Elgin 
Below (Totals) - 


7,681 to read 7.678 

- 1,235 to read 1,230 

- 5,990 to read 5.996 
139,443 to read 139.441 


Corrections submitted to Editor, 
"THE WOOD DUCK", March 3, 1961 
by John B. Miles. 
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THE WOOD DUCK 

"THE WOOD DUCK" is published monthly, September to May, by the Hamilton 
Naturalists 1 Club, Its purpose is to aid in the study, appreciation 
and conservation of our native and beautiful heritage. Members are 
urged to share their nature experiences and are requested to send their 
contributions to the Editorial Committee by the 10th of the month, to 
appear in the following issue. Material may be reprinted without 
special permission, if credit lines are given. - - 
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Noteworthy Bird Records 
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Mr. George North 
Field Events Section 
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Programme Section 
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Subscription is available upon affiliation with Hamilton Naturalists 1 
Clubj Main Post Office Box 384 - Hamilton - Ontario 0 
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